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A COLLEGE TEACHER OF THE BIBLE. 
By Charles F. Thwing, 

President of Adelbert College and Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

I wish to point out some of the worthy elements of one 
who teaches the Bible to college students. 

The first characteristic I would name is fearlessness as to 
the divine character of the Bible. The teacher should have 
absolute confidence in the Bible. The confidence should be 
so absolute that he may be willing to entertain in proper 
ways every charge which the rash student may see fit to 
make against the Bible. The value of such fearlessness is 
great. If a teacher is apprehensive that a query of a student 
may knock into pieces his conceptions as to the Bible, if he 
thinks that he must guard and hedge the Bible from attack, 
if he is inclined to judge that current discussions are under- 
mining essential truth, his work as a teacher is not only 
worthless but even worse than worthless : he is defeating the 
very purpose for which he was called to teach. Instead of 
promoting the trust in the divine book and impressing the 
value of this book upon his students, he is through the whole 
atmosphere of his character and by his method of teaching 
doing much to destroy confidence in the book. The teacher 
is to be as fearless for the Bible as he is fearless for the per- 
petuity of the throne of God or for the existence of truth. 

Second : along with this confidence is to go the ability to 
discriminate between the essential and the incidental in the 
biblical narrative. I am frank to say that it seems to me 
that the religious or moral truths of the Bible represent its 
essential part; the merely historic or the merely scientific 
represent its incidental or accidental part. It is not for us to 
say that there are errors in history or errors in the science of 
the Bible. But it is for us to say that if historic or scientific 
errors are discovered in the Bible, such discoveries do not 
lessen our confidence in it. 
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The teacher is to be able to discriminate between these 
parts. In the first chapters of Genesis he should be able to 
discriminate between what is essential and what is incidental. 
The essential part in the first chapter of the first book of the 
Bible is that God is the creator ; the incidental part is the 
order or the method of the creation. The essential part has 
for its negative expression that the world did not make itself, 
that the universe is not the result of fate. The essential 
part is that God made man, the negative expression that man 
did not make himself. Likewise, in the story of Eden, the 
teacher is to discriminate between the essential truths of this 
account and the incidental. The essential truth is that God 
put man under the best conditions for developing his char- 
acter; that in these conditions were given a command to 
man and a statement of the penalty for disobedience of the 
command was made. The incidental truth relates to certain 
material forms or conceptions. If a teacher should inform a 
class that it was as necessary for them to believe that God 
made an actual tree and that an actual serpent tempted Eve 
as to believe in the being of God himself, he would outrage 
the moral sentiments and intellectual principles of certain 
members of his class who claim to be devout believers. But 
such a remark no worthy teacher would make. 

Third : the teacher should have the heartiest reverence for 
the Bible. The Bible is God's book, God's book in a sense 
in which no other book is his work ; therefore he is to rev- 
erence it. He is never to give the impression which a 
Unitarian minister now occupying an historic pulpit in Boston 
was said by a parishioner to give : the parishioner once re- 
marked, " Every Sunday morning on returning from church 
I go to my Bible and tear out a leaf." The teacher is to give 
the impression of reverence for the integrity of the Bible. 
Every part of it is God's book, although certain parts of it 
may be more truly his book than other parts. The teacher 
is to revere the book for its literary excellence, for its antiq- 
uity, for its historic associations, for its power in civil affairs ; 
but he is also and far more to revere it for its spiritual teach- 
ing. Its worth is indicated in parts of the 1 19th Psalm. For, 
it is not only the light of reason, it is also the light of life. 
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It is to us in no small degree what Christ was to his disciples 
in personal association ; it therefore deserves reverence. 

Fourth : a good teacher of the Bible in college will also 
have the power of applying the truth of the Bible to the 
character of those whom he teaches. Every worthy teacher 
has in himself a moral or religious element. He does not 
forget that his function is to form character. A great aid in 
this formation of character lies in the simple use of the Bible. 
The purpose of the Bible above every other text book of the 
college is to form character. The teacher will bring the 
ethical and religious teaching of the Bible close down to the 
lives of those who are his students. He will of course be on 
his guard not to bring them down so closely as to give offense. 
He will be a pastor. The pastoral relation of the college 
professor is exhibited in the study of each subject, but in no 
subject more clearly than in study of the Bible. 



